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for joining us for worship!

First Sunday in Lent

February 21 & 22, 2026

Worship Folder

St. Paul Lutheran Communion Statement:

COMMUNION WELCOME-God calls upon His people to exercise care in the
use of His Supper because harm results when Communion is received without
repentance or a right understanding (1 Corinthians 11:23-30) and when
fellowship is practiced without agreement in God’s Word (Galatians 5:9; 2
Thessalonians 2:15, 3:14). In Communion Jesus gives us His frue Body and
Blood, in with and under the bread and wine, to forgive our sins (Matthew
26:26-28 and 1 Corinthians 10:16-21). We also profess agreement in the
teachings of the church at whose altar we commune. Thus, we cannot offer
this Supper to those who have not received instruction per the mysteries of
this meal. We do invite fellow members of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod to join our members as we receive the Sacrament today. Others are
asked to speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper. Those who
desire to come forward for a blessing are invited to do so, indicating their
intent to receive a blessing by crossing their arms in front.

Distribution of the bread is to the hand of the communicant. “Gluten Free”
wafers are available. Please let the ushers know PRIOR to service if you are
needing this substitution.

Distribution of the wine is by choice of individual cup or common chalice. If
you receive with the individual cup, please keep the small cup visible to the
minister with the common cup. Individual cups of unfermented grape juice
will be provided at the center of each of the trays for those who prefer grape
juice over wine. Both are "fruit of the vine” and in the sacrament become
means by which Christ grants us his blood to assure us of forgiveness, life and
salvation. The unfermented grape juice is light in color.

ANNOUCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL

PRELUDE - Saturday & CHIMES - Sunday



I Confession and Absolution

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God LSB 656

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the *}- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

®P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

] If You, O Lord, kept arecord of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and
praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word,
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.
Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:
God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P) Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ |
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

I« Service of the Word -

Introit

P) When he calls to me, | will answer him; | will be with him in trouble;
| will rescue him and honor him.
With long life | will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.
(P) Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.
(P} For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
P} You will fread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will frample underfoot.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P} When he calls to me, | will answer him; | will be with him in trouble;
| will rescue him and honor him.
With long life | will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.

Kyrie

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

) Let us pray.



O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and
brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church
that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this
world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Genesis 3:1-21

'Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field
that the LOrRD God had made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of
any tfree in the garden’2” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You shall
not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither
shall you touch it, lest you die.”” 4But the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not surely die. SFor God knows that when you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
¢So when the woman saw that the tfree was good for food, and that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate. ’Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig
leaves together and made themselves loincloths.

8ANnd they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LOrRD God among the trees of the garden. 7But the
LorD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?" 1°And
he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid,
because | was naked, and | hid myself.” 1THe said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which | commanded
you not to eate” 2The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and | ate.” 13Then the LorbD God
said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman
said, “The serpent deceived me, and | ate.”

14The LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you above all livestock
and above all beasts of the field;
on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
15] will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
and you shall bruise his heel.”

16To the woman he said,

“I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing;
in pain you shall bring forth children.

Your desire shall be for your husband,
and he shall rule over you.”

17And to Adam he said,

“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife

and have eaten of the free
of which | commanded you,
‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you;
and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19By the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread,
till you return to the ground,
for out of it you were taken;
for you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

20The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother
of all living. 21And the LOrRD God made for Adam and for his wife

garments of skins and clothed them.

P) This is the Word of the Lord.



Thanks be to God. following many trespasses brought justification. 7If, because of one
man'’s tfrespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will
those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.
18Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one
act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19For as by
the one man'’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the

one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.

Psalm Psalm 32:1-7

(P} 'Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

(@ 2Blesseéd is the man against whom the LOrRD counts no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

(P)3For when | kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.

{4 4For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

P)SI acknowledged my sin to you,
and | did not cover my iniquity;

| said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Holy Gospel Matthew 4:1-11
[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

¢Therefore let everyone who is godly

offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters,

they shall not reach him.
P)7You are a hiding place for me;

you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

Epistle Romans 5:12-19

12Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all
sinned— 13for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but
sin is not counted where there is no law. 14Yet death reigned from
Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.

15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one
man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by
the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 1 And the
free gift is not like the result of that one man’s sin. For the judgment
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift

IThen Jesus was led up by the Spirit info the wilderness to be tempted
by the devil. 2And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was
hungry. 3And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4But he
answered, “It is written,

“*Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God."”

SThen the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of
the temple éand said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down, for it is written,

“*He will command his angels concerning you,’
and

“*On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”

7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your
God to the test.”” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he



said to him, “All these | will give you, if you will fall down and worship
me."” 10Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written,

“*You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve."”

"Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were
ministering to him.

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life I- of the world to come. Amen.

In Adam We Have All Been One LSB 5469

Sermon

Offering

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 — “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit with you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”

Offertory
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Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

I Service of the Sacrament

Preface
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

@) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

®F ®F

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in alll
places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and

laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally.

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to alll
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise
again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Heav’'n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru-1ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a
sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided aram as a
substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only
Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our
father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses



as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My -~ body, which is given for you. This do in

remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”

Pax Domini

P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Post-Communion Collect

P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus
[P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ;- give you peace.
Amen.

Jesus, Lead Thou On LSB 718
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