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Thank you
for joining us for worship!

Fifth Sunday in Lent

March 21 & 22, 2026

Worship Folder

St. Paul Lutheran Communion Statement:

COMMUNION WELCOME-God calls upon His people to exercise care in the
use of His Supper because harm results when Communion is received without
repentance or a right understanding (1 Corinthians 11:23-30) and when
fellowship is practiced without agreement in God’s Word (Galatians 5:9; 2
Thessalonians 2:15, 3:14). In Communion Jesus gives us His frue Body and
Blood, in with and under the bread and wine, to forgive our sins (Matthew
26:26-28 and 1 Corinthians 10:16-21). We also profess agreement in the
teachings of the church at whose altar we commune. Thus, we cannot offer
this Supper to those who have not received instruction per the mysteries of
this meal. We do invite fellow members of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod to join our members as we receive the Sacrament today. Others are
asked to speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper. Those who
desire to come forward for a blessing are invited to do so, indicating their
intent to receive a blessing by crossing their arms in front.

Distribution of the bread is to the hand of the communicant. “Gluten Free”
wafers are available. Please let the ushers know PRIOR to service if you are
needing this substitution.

Distribution of the wine is by choice of individual cup or common chalice. If
you receive with the individual cup, please keep the small cup visible to the
minister with the common cup. Individual cups of unfermented grape juice
will be provided at the center of each of the trays for those who prefer grape
juice over wine. Both are "fruit of the vine” and in the sacrament become
means by which Christ grants us his blood to assure us of forgiveness, life and
salvation. The unfermented grape juice is light in color.

ANNOUCEMENTS
RINGING OF THE BELL

PRELUDE



L Confession and Absolution k-

Come, Thou Almighty King LSB 905

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P) In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

I Service of the Word
Introit

[P) Precious in the sight of the LOrRD
is the death of his sainfts.

| love the LorRD, because he has heard
my voice and my pleas for mercy.

(P) Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore | will call on him as long as | live.
The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold
on me;
| suffered distress and anguish.
P Then | called on the name of the LORD:
“O LORD, | pray, deliver my soul!”
For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
[P) Precious in the sight of the LOrRD
is the death of his sainfs.

Kyrie
P) In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord,

have mer - cy.

[P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P] For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
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them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them.
But there was no breath in them. ?Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the
breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord

Lord,  have mer - cy. Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain,

that they may live.” 1050 | prophesied as he commanded me, and the
breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an
exceedingly great army.

"Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house
of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is
lost; we are clean cut off.” 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus
says the Lord Gob: Behold, | will open your graves and raise you from
your graves, O my people. And | will bring you into the land of Israel.
13And you shall know that | am the LORD, when | open your graves, and
raise you from your graves, O my people. “And | will put my Spirit within
you, and you shall live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you
shall know that | am the LORD; | have spoken, and | will do it, declares
the LORD.”

P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Let us pray.
Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people
that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. @) This is the Word of the Lord.

Amen. Thanks be to God.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 Psalm Psalm 130
IThe hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the :
Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full [P)10ut of the depThsI
of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and behold, there I2cry fo you, O Loro!
were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were O lord, hear my voice!
very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live2" And Let your ears be aftentive
| answered, “O Lord Gob, you know." 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the voice of my pleas for mercy!
over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD. 5Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: Behold, | will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. sAnd | will lay sinews upon you,
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that | am the
LORD.”
’So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied, there
was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together,
bone to its bone. 8And | looked, and behold, there were sinews on

P)3If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
O Lord, who could stand?

4But with you there is forgiveness,
that you may be feared.

P) Sl wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;

¢my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.



P)70 Israel, hope in the LORD!
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.

¥ 8And he will redeem Israel
from all his iniquities.

Epistle Romans 8:1-11

IThere is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from
the law of sin and death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened
by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the
righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. SFor those who live
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of
the Spirit. ¢To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on
the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile
to God, for it does not submit to God'’s law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those
who are in the flesh cannot please God.

?You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit
of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 'If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through his Spirit who dwells in you.

ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill.
3So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But
when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for
the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

SNow Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. ¢So, when he
heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was. “Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to
Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just
now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again2” ?Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in
the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.
10But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not
in him."” TTAfter saying these things, he said to them, “Our friend Lazarus
has fallen asleep, but | go to awaken him."” 2The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13Now Jesus had spoken
of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14Then
Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 1>and for your sake | am
glad that | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to
him."” 16So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us
also go, that we may die with him.”

I”Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in
the tomb four days. 8Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off,
17and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console
them concerning their brother. 2050 when Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the
house. 2IMartha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. 22But even now | know that whatever you ask
from God, God will give you.” 28Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise

P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

again.” 2#Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,
26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe thise” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; | believe that you are the
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying
in private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 22And when she

Holy Gospel John 11:1-45
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary
and her sister Martha. 2t was Mary who anointed the Lord with



heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet
come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met
him. 3'When the Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her,
saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she
was going to the tomb to weep there. 32Now when Mary came to
where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 3When Jesus
saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping,
he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly tfroubled. 34And he said,
“Where have you laid him?2" They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also
have kept this man from dyinge”

38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone lay against it. 3%Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha,
the sister of the dead man, said to him, "“Lord, by this time there will be
an odor, for he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did | not
tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” 41So they
took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, |
thank you that you have heard me. 42l knew that you always hear me,
but | said this on account of the people standing around, that they
may believe that you sent me.” ¥When he had said these things, he
cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had
died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face
wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him
go.”

4Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had
seen what he did, believed in him.

P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

In the Cross of Christ | Glory LSB 427

Sermon

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -I- of the world to come. Amen.



Offering

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 — “Or do you notf know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit with you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for
you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.”

Offertory
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.

Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

I Service of the Sacrament &

Preface
P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

@) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in alll
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil
and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we
might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity
and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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heav’n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho-san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-edis He, bless-edis He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P)

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on
those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in
His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

(P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My I« body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is
the new testament in My I~ blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s
death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your

coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kihngdom and
teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini
P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dhei
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have

o) . . 1 — \
(" A A I [ I I [ [ ] l I J‘ N I I ——
ey No 1 o & & o 5 o o —
oJ b i
mer-cy onus. Lamb of God,You take a-way the sin of the
0 | g p—
[ | | | I\ I | [ [ | | [ [ [ . |

| = I

‘ r

world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

I« Distribution Hymns 1«

The Lamb LSB 547
Jesus Loves Me LSB 588
Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray LSB 623
| Lay My Sins on Jesus LSB 606

Post-Communion Collect

P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ;- give you peace.
Amen.

Abide, O Dearest Jesus LSB 9219
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